(The Geographical History of America, p. 4) 


First Vintage Books Edition, October 1973 of The Geographical 
History of America between pages 149 and 243. And what did 
Gertrude Stein say in The Geographical History of America, opere 
citato, between pages 53 the page which is the beginning of the 
text and 149, "In the month of February were born Washington 


Lincoln and I. These are ordinary ideas. If you please these 
are ordinary ideas" and "To know what ideas are you have to think 
of geographical history and the relation of the human mind to 
human nature" and "As long as nothing or very little that you 
write is published it is all sacred but after it is a great 

deal of it published is it everything that you write is it as 
sacred" and "What is the relation of human nature to the age 

of any country" and "Why does the human mind not concern itself 
with age" and "The human mind is" and "Human nature is not in- 
teresting any longer and so it might just as well stop being 
human nature any longer" and "Nothing I like more than when a 

dog barks in his sleep" and "Human nature is what any human being 
will do. And the human mind. Tears come into my eyes when I say 
the human mind. Tears do not come into my eyes they are the 
feeling of tears my eyes are the feeling of tears. And not be- 
cause I say the human mind. But because there is the human mind. 
Oh yes there is a human mind. Not entirely at a glance not at 
all at a glance. When she says look at the roses is that human 
nature or the human mind" and "But the human mind can write and 
So cannot any dog and so human writing is not human nature it is 
the human mind" and "What you say has nothing to do with what you 
write" and "When I say it it is not so but when I write it it is 
so" and "Why the writing of to-day has to do with the way any 
land can lay when it is there particularly flat land. That is what 
makes land connected with the human mind only flat land a great 
deal of flat land is connected with the human mind and so America 
is connected with the human mind, I can say I say so but what I 
do is to write it so. Think not the way the land looks but the 
way it lies that is now connected with the human mind" and "You 


will find that all this is true when I get through" and "The Witness 





